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to avoid a panic among them. Those who object to vaccination on
religious grounds, in view of the facts I have set out above, must
resist it even if they have to stand alone and must be prepared to
suffer the consequences. Those who refuse vaccination merely
in the belief that they would remain healthier on that account
would not be justified in opposing the law in this regard outright.
Anyone who wants to do so must have made a thorough study of
the matter. He should be able to convert others to his point of
view and should undertake to change public opinion. If one
cannot do these things, one may not ignore public opinion merely
to protect one's health. There are many things which we dislike
and yet feel compelled to do out of regard for the society in which
we live. Personal convenience has to yield to public interest. The
accepted principle is that only in matters of morality or religion
do situations arise in whjch a man will be justified in standing alone
against the opinion of the majority. Those, however, who have
no belief of their own but are possibly swayed by writings such as
the present one and are unwilling to be vaccinated through sheer
apathy, should certainly abide by the law.
Further, those who do not get vaccinated must take pains
to study and observe the rules of cleanliness, etc. One who does
not want smallpox infection [by way of vaccination] and, at the same
time, contracts diseases on account of immoral conduct or suffers
in other ways by disregarding the rules of hygiene, has no right
to oppose vaccination in a country or society in which it is re-
garded as a means of preserving health,
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going transvaal to present final letter to
minister.1 if reply satisfactory and fresh settle-
ment made, no passive resistance, the act appears
1 Vide "Letter to Private Secretary to Minister of Interior", pp. 120-2.

